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Pfandstrasse has already established a small 
group of collectors collaborating with local 
institutions such as the ZK/U Center for Art and 
Urbanistic in Berlin.

The public dérive made with the ZK/U on the 
10th July allowed a substantial number of 
people to come into contact with the bottle 
collectors (and vice versa) in order to closely 
observe the strategies, stratified over time, with 
which the collectors traverse the city and 
understand its rhythms: e.g. using the bushes 
as temporary hiding places and the hours of sun
and darkness as ephemeral 'places' that 
collaborate in the daily search for urban relics. 
We discussed this at the end of the collection, 
and took the bottles to the pfandautomat, 
leaving the receipts with Jozuas, the collector 
who guided us.
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pp.1-2: a passer-by reading message on the beer bottle; spreading messages on the bottle - April 2023. Moabit, Berlin.  Jean-François Millet, Gleaners, oil on canvas, 1857
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pp.4-5: article on bottle collectiing in Berlin; dutch Journal ‘Het Parool’, written by Sam de Graaff. June 2023. 
p.6: protocol for new bottle collectors. written during the residency ad ZK/U. (c) Nico Angiuli. 
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pp.7-9: Open Haus at ZK/U. Nico Angiuli presenting the work in progress oh Pfandstrasse. May 2023 - Moabit, Berlin.
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pp.10: whatzapp group chat with bottle collectors. screenshoots.
pp.11-13: Urban Care Picknick with PfandStraße, exploratory city walk   by Nico Angiuli followed by a collective discussion 
at ZK/U Berlin, on personal as well as structural experiences of collecting bottle, as urban care taking. 
ZK/U Berlin,10 july 2023.



It was important to recognise a public dimension
to this practice for the first time. And for that I 
thank the ZK/U for having the courage to 
believe in this vision. It was important to hear 
the voices of the collectors and to understand 
from them that a fund to help them with certain 
economic issues would seem to be a first public
instrument that would be useful to them.

Likewise, it was important to structure a 
complex vision on the phenomenon through the 
generation of different tools such as a working 
protocol, and a kitbag, a first public whatzapp 
group.
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The start of the project has been very complex 
and articulated, due to the different strategies to
be developed, the responses of the collectors, 
and the time needed. The project has a natural 
development that takes about two years to 
complete. 

Pfandstrasse project must grow and strengthen 
the community of collectors, shedding light on 
public and political opinions.

The proposal for the Berliner Förderprogramm
Künstlerische Forschung call, consist of a 
three phases; the first keeping focus on 
research and relationships building; the second 
on public engagements: designing 
performances, having talks and film screenings;
the third phase is the conclusion of all this 
process through a docufilm.
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Nico Angiuli

Nico Angiuli
The project consist of three phases:

Nico Angiuli
the first keepoing focus on



Phase one it will be develop as follows:

1.Distributing approximately 100 kitbags (free
of charge) as a strategy to continue building
relationships with the collectors. The 
kitbags will include gloves, bags, reflective 
vests, pliers, patches, and a working 
protocol (which can be improved in 
collaboration with the collectors).

2.Researching the historical and economic 
dimensions of bottle collecting, including 
archives such as those related to the SERO
company in Berlin during the DDR era. The 
research will examine the evolution of 
recycling practices, from ancient gleaning to
contemporary urban foraging and bottle 
picking.
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3.Establishing sustainable collaborations with
faculties already in contact in Berlin, as the 
MA Raumstrategien of Weissensee; or 
engaging Faculty of Cultural Studies or 
Anthropology: to provide academic 
perspectives on the cultural and social 
dimensions of bottle collecting. But also 
collaborating with design students to 
develop innovative solutions for bottle 
collecting kits or related objects; or seeking 
an interdisciplinary approach to address 
waste management, analyzing social 
policies, community dynamics, and circular 
economy aspects related to bottle 
collecting.

4.Defining and designing the project of a 
collective and public performance realizing 
a dress entirely made from cans and 
bottles, building upon the concept of 
Gabriele Stotzer's "Fantadress" 
performance realized in 1990; and of a 
mine previous performance realized in the 
2022 using a dress made by stones. 

  

macbook unibody 13

macbook unibody 13

macbook unibody 13

macbook unibody 13

macbook unibody 13
19

macbook unibody 13
pp.17-18: Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-1983-0927-003,_Eisenhüttenstadt,_Kindern_sammeln_Altstoffe
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p.20: ‘Le Mura di Rozafa’ (c) detail from performance (stone dress). N. Angiuli. 2022  
‘Fanta Dress’ by Gabriele Stötzer. performance (1989) made using recycled cans to realize a dress, as response to the transition from communism to capitalism in the former East Germany.






            





The Phase two will consist of a three-day 
event that immerses the audience in the 
practice of bottle collecting, featuring:

5. A public screening of Agnes Varda's 
documentary "The Gleaners and I" (2000) 
and Murray Siple's "Carts of Darkness" 
produced by the National Film Board of 
Canada (2008). These films explore the 
practice of gleaning, including the collection
of bottles and the gathering of unharvested 
crops.

6. Two collective derives inspired by an 
event in Moabit with the ZK/U art space on 
July 10, 2023. These two-hour experiences 
will allow collectors to accompany the 
public and provide unique insights into the 
city through the lens of bottle collecting.
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p.22: ‘Carts of Darkness’ 2008. docufilm by Murray Siple. Poster manifesto. 
‘The Gleaners and I’ 2000. docufilm by Agnes Varda. Poster manifesto






            





7. "WIN YOUR SHAME," a bowling-style 
game made out of plastic bottles instead of 
pins. This game aims to create an 
interactive and engaging experience.

8. A Public talk (with a performative 
elements) fostering informal dialogues 
among artists, bottle collectors, and invited 
guests such as anthropologist Alban 
Knecth, author of several research works 
on Berlin's collectors, Sophia Behrend, 
founder of the Pfandgeben app, and 
representatives from the Berlin faculties as 
Leoni Adami from Wieseensee; or workers 
communities in Berlin that have embarked 
paths of emancipation, such as 
representatives of collectives related to the 
food delivery industry or the SWAG sex 
workers.
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p.24: "WIN YOUR SHAME," kids playing during the May OpenHaus at the ZK/U. 2023. Moabit, Berlin.  





            





The Phase three will be dedicated to the 
producing of a ca. 40 minutes artist film:

9. Re-imaging notes, skecthbooks, visual 
and relational elements that has been 
generated during the collective 
engagement. 

10. Creating the crew of actors/ performers 
from the bottle collectors community.

11. Filming, editing and post-producing the 
artist film, to be presented in Berlin in 2025.
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* Collecting bottles may initially appear as a 
form of individual and parasitic survival. 
However, the contemporary city could value 
such practices (bottle picking, urban foraging, 
gleaning) and draw inspiration from them to 
envision sustainable solutions, building upon 
phenomena that already characterize the city 
and contribute to environmental protection and 
circular economy processes. 

Nico Angiuli
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